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Rural Impacts 

» Loss of water supply 

» Increasing contamination 

» Job losses in agricultural areas 

» Reduced access to food 



 Change in San 

Joaquin Valley 

Groundwater levels 

2013-2014 

Department of Water Resources 



Loss of Water Supply 

» Total dry wells reported (since 2014): 2115 

»  Highest #: Tulare County, 1126 

»  #3: LA County, 150  

» #4: Ventura County, 120 



Tulare County Water Delivery 

Photo Courtesy of Community Water Center 



State Actions 

» State Board Cleanup & Abatement 

Account for emergency water supplies 

» General Fund  $$ for assistance, mostly 

Central Valley 

o Local food banks  

o Job training 

o Housing assistance 

o Water rate subsidies 



East Porterville 

Photo Courtesy of Community Water Center 



Californians not served by a 

public water system 

» Less 5-14 connections – state small 

systems 

» 1-4 connections – private wells 

» USGS Estimate 2.5 million 

» LA County estimate 575,900 

 



Groundwater  



Urban Impacts 
 

•Higher costs for water 

•Inequitable investments in conservation 

•Reduced shade 

•Higher cost and less access to local food 

sources 

 



Affordability 

» Limited information collected about water rates 

and affordability 

» Tiered rate structures in jeopardy based on 

recent Capistrano decision 

» Prop 218 limits the ability to implement lifeline 

rates 

» Large number of water systems increases the 

difficulty of designing/implementing lifeline rates 

» Successful water conservation equals higher 

water rates 





Reliance on alternative water 

supplies 



 Water Conservation 

» East LA – 51.4 gallons per capita per day, 

median income $37,982 

» Beverly Hills – 235.9 gallons per capita per 

day, median income $86,141 

 

» Distance between the two cities – 16 miles 



Equity Challenges of Water 

Conservation Programs 

» Most based on rebate formulas 

» Indirect ratepayers (renters) have few 

options 

» Programs developed and funded by 

individual water agencies 



Recommendations for 

conservation 

» Direct-install programs 

» Create community-based audit programs – 

jobs and conservation 

» State Water conservation draft funding 

guidelines due out this month for comment 



Affordability - recommendation 

» Support AB 401 (Dodd)  

» Requires the Department of Community 

Services and Development (CSD), in 

collaboration with the Board of Equalization 

(BOE) and relevant stakeholders, to develop a 

plan to fund and implement a Low-Income Water 

Rate Assistance Program by January 1, 2017, 

for households with less than 200% of the 

federal poverty guideline level. 



Support Prop 218 reform for 2016 ballot 

» Lifeline rates 

» Tiered rate structures 

» Stormwater 

Affordability - recommendation 



Monitor state small systems 

and domestic wells 

» Expand oversight of state small systems 
 

» Require testing of private wells when 

property is sold for coliform, nitrate and 

other potential contaminants 



Don’t create problems for the 

next generation! 
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