
Cl imate  Change,  Water,  Publ ic  Heal th  

F i n d i n g  C o n n e c t i o n s  

Lauma M. Willis (Jurkevics) 
DWR, Southern Region  
Senior Environmental Scientist  
 
Water and Emergency Preparedness: 
Innovative Opportunities webinar 
Public Health Alliance of Southern CA  
August 26, 2015 
 



 
Experiencing Extremes (heat, drought, rain) 

 





 

Prop 84 (2006): $5.4 Billion for Water Quality, Safety and Supply; 
Flood Control; Natural Resource Protection; Park Improvements.  
Includes reducing urban communities’ contribution to global warming 
and increasing their adaptability to climate change.   $580 million 
specifically for sustainability and climate change. 
    

Prop 1 (2014): $7.1 Billion in bonds for water infrastructure projects, 

with emphasis on adapting to climate change. 
 

 Legislation – Grant Funding 



Integrated Regional Water 

Management (IRWM) 
 

   
 
  
 



Integrated Regional Water 

Management (IRWM) 
 

   
 
• Outline the general process for  
     accounting for climate change  
     in water planning 
 
• Synthesize available literature in  
     a way that is useful for regional  
     water planning 
 
• Support IRWM planning in California 
 

 



Climate Change 
Analysis 



IRWM Plans Must Include: 

• a regional climate change 
vulnerability assessment 

 

• a list of prioritized vulnerabilities 

 

• a plan for data gathering/analyzing 
the prioritized vulnerabilities  

 

1. 

2. 

3. 



Regional Vulnerability Assessment 

Chapter 4 

Provides several methods for assessing a 
region’s specific vulnerabilities to climate 
change.  

 

• An extensive checklist of qualitative metrics that 
highlight vulnerabilities  



Santa Ana River Watershed VA 
OWOW 2.0 IRMW Plan 



 

 

 
 

•   DWR Climate Change webpage 
 http://www.water.ca.gov/climatechange/ 

 
• DWR IRWM resource webpage 

http://www.water.ca.gov/irwm/other_reso
urces/publications.cfm 

 
 

 
 

  
 

DWR Resources  

http://www.water.ca.gov/climatechange/
http://www.water.ca.gov/climatechange/
http://www.water.ca.gov/irwm/other_resources/publications.cfm
http://www.water.ca.gov/irwm/other_resources/publications.cfm
http://www.water.ca.gov/irwm/other_resources/publications.cfm
http://www.water.ca.gov/climatechange/news.cfm

