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About This Document 
This resource of sample legislative platform language provides a range of options for local health 
departments seeking to integrate health promoting policies into their jurisdiction’s legislative platform.   
Topic areas identified support and advance the Public Health Alliance of Southern California priority 
initiative areas.  Sample language is drawn upon evidence-informed, federal, state and local best practices 
accompanied by references and resources.  Development of policy and policy recommendations is part of 
Public Health’s Essential Health Services as defined by the American Public Health Association 2014. 
Disclaimer: Contents of this resource are not intended to reflect positions of Alliance members. 

About the Alliance  
The Public Health Alliance of Southern California (Alliance) is a collaboration of local health departments 
in Southern California.  Collectively our members are statutorily responsible for the health of nearly 60% 
of California’s population.  Our vision is “All Southern California communities are healthy, vibrant and 
sustainable places to live, work and play.” The Alliance builds healthy communities through upstream 
multi-sector policy, systems and environmental change; and mobilizes and amplifies the Southern 
California local health departments’ regional voice in three Priority Initiatives: Healthy Transportation 
and Land Use, Healthy Food Systems and Data in Action. The Alliance work is grounded in two 
overarching frameworks including: 1) Equity/Opportunities for All and 2) Climate and Health. 

 

The Suggested Legislative Platform Language statements are grouped around these priority initiatives 
and overarching framework categories, with sections devoted to each.  A sixth section provides 
recommended language for supporting overall Public Health and Prevention Infrastructure.   
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Document Structure 
This document provides a set of sample legislative platform policy statements that support and advance 
the three Alliance Initiative Priorities and overarching approaches to address equity and climate change. 
These policy statements were identified by the Alliance within the context of our current work to achieve 
significant policy, systems and environmental change for the Southern California region. References 
provided in the document demonstrate how each policy statement is aligned with leading public health 
organizations, other prominent regional, state and national organizations, research centers and local laws 
and ordinances. 

Guiding Principles 
The Alliance’s efforts to reduce the burden of chronic disease and build healthy communities will be 
guided by core principles to protect health, equity and sustainability, and ensure the greatest near- and 
long-term benefits: 

 Take substantial and timely action toward primary prevention 
 Support strategies with the highest potential impact through policy, systems and 

environmental change that can shift population health 
 Promote health equity and environmental and social justice by identifying and addressing the 

social determinants of health to reduce health disparities. 
 Engage the community in assessment, planning, decision-making and policy development to 

address health inequities 
 Support greater resource allocation for communities suffering a disproportionate burden of 

social and behavioral determinants that lead to chronic disease 
 Maximize health, environmental and economic co-benefits, including climate change 

adaptation, readiness, mitigation and community resilience especially for the most vulnerable 
with chronic illnesses 

 Prioritize prevention for children and youth, the aged and other vulnerable groups 
 Support better quality health care and self-management for those already affected by chronic 

disease 
 Promote “Health in All Policies” approaches within government and non-governmental 

organizations to improve population health 
 Build collaboration between public health, healthcare, transportation, land use planning, 

energy, housing, agriculture and environmental health sectors to improve population health 

Contact Information: 

PHASoCal.org ·  admin@PHASoCal.org · 619-452-1180  
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Healthy Transportation 1.1 

Prioritize transportation spending to support accessibility for and reduce adverse 
impacts on low income residents and communities with poor socio-economic 
measures. 

References 

National 
Prevention 
Strategy 

Enhance cross-sector collaboration in community planning and design to promote health 
and safety. 

(National Prevention Strategy, 2011 – Healthy and Safe Community Environments, 
Recommendation; http://www.surgeongeneral.gov/priorities/prevention/strategy/healthy-
and-safe-community-environments.html) 

National 
Association of 
City and County 
Health Officials 
(NACCHO) 

Comprehensive, formal, and systemic integration of local public health considerations into 
community design processes, including community planning, regulations, and design of 
new development and redevelopment, and design of the public realm to promote and 
protect the health of communities. 

Dedication of increased federal, state, and local resources to improve the capacity of local 
health departments to participate effectively in the community design process through 
training, development of tools, technical assistance, and other support. In addition, federal 
transportation policy should support local health department involvement in local 
transportation planning. 

(NACCHO Statement of Policy 03-02, Updated January 2013 – Healthy Community Design; 
http://www.naccho.org/uploads/downloadable-resources/Policy-and-Advocacy/03-02-
Healthy-Community-Design.pdf) 

County Health 
Executives 
Association of 
California 
(CHEAC) 

Support legislation and funding that encourages consideration of public health impacts in 
the design and planning of healthy communities. 

(CHEAC 2016 Legislative Platform; 
http://www.cheac.org/page/Legislation/pdfs/legishs/2016/2016_Leg_Platform-Final.pdf) 

California 
Conference of 
Local Health 
Officers 
(CCLHO) 

Inclusion of public health policy in county and city general plans and ordinances to promote 
access to good nutrition and physical activity; 

Collaboration between health departments and planning departments to incorporate public 
health strategies into local land use, transportation, and community design; 

(CCLHO Policy Platform, Fall 2010, page 12, 13; 
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/cclho/Documents/CCLHOPolicyPlatform.pdf) 
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The Leadership 
Conference on 
Civil and Human 
Rights 

The Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights, founded in 1950, is a coalition of 
over 200 national organizations charged to promote and protect the civil and human rights 
of all people in the United States. The 2011 publication, “Where We Need to Go: A Civil 
Rights Roadmap for Transportation Equity” supports transportation equity as a civil and 
human rights priority and makes recommendations to policy makers as they 
reauthorization surface transportation programs. “Access to affordable and reliable 
transportation widens opportunity and is essential to addressing poverty, unemployment, 
and other equal opportunity goals such as access to good schools and health care services. 
However, current transportation spending programs do not equally benefit all communities 
and populations. And the negative effects of some transportation decisions— such as the 
disruption of low-income neighborhoods — are broadly felt and have long-lasting effects. 
Providing equal access to transportation means providing all individuals living in the 
United States with an equal opportunity to succeed.” 

(The Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights, Transportation Equity, downloaded 
June 2016; http://www.civilrights.org/transportation/) 

Los Angeles 
County 

2.4 Parks, 1. Support proposals to fund for acquisition, development, and rehabilitation of 
parks and recreation facilities and open space, and seek additional funding for the 
establishment of new urban parks in the underserved areas of the County. 

(Los Angeles County 2015-16 State Legislative Agenda, Second Year, adopted December 8, 
2015, page 9; http://ceo.lacounty.gov/IGR/PDF/FINAL%20VERSION%20-
%20BOARD%20APPROVED_State%20Legislative%20Agenda%202nd%20Year%202015-
16_Dec%208%202015.pdf) 
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Healthy Transportation 1.2 

Incentivize new investments in transit, connections to transit, and transit-oriented 
development (TOD) and provide maintenance for existing infrastructure. 

References 

Centers for 
Disease Control 
and Prevention 
(CDC) 

Provide incentives to support a strong network of public transportation options, including 
bus rapid transit and light rail, which connect housing and jobs as well as improve access 
to healthy foods, medical care, and other services. 

Work with government and non-government organizations to develop and implement 
model transportation planning policies that encourage transit-oriented developments and 
other mixed-use development, and increase connectivity among neighborhoods and 
communities for all transportation modes. 

(CDC Recommendations for Improving Health Through Transportation Policy, 2010, page 
2,4; 
http://www.cdc.gov/transportation/docs/FINAL%20CDC%20Transportation%20Recomme
ndations-4-28-2010.pdf) 

California 
Department of 
Public Health 
(CDPH) 

Develop incentives for sustainable housing development by awarding bonus points in 
competitive grant programs or giving dedicated or beneficial funding consideration for 
infill and transit-oriented developments. 

(Health in All Policies Task Force Report to the Strategic Growth Council, December 3, 2010 – 
Housing and Indoor Spaces Recommendation I.B3, page 26; 
http://sgc.ca.gov/pdf/HiAP_Task_Force_Report-_Dec_2010.pdf) 

California State 
Association of 
Counties  
(CSAC) 

Priority areas for growth need incentives. The state should encourage new growth that 
supports compact development within cities, existing urban communities, and rural towns 
that have the largest potential for increasing densities and that efficiently utilize existing 
and new infrastructure investments and scarce resources, and strives towards achieving a 
jobs-housing balance. Consistent with regional planning efforts, cities and counties should 
receive incentives to support efficient development. 

(California State Association of Counties (CSAC) California Counties General Principles on 
Infrastructure Investment and Strategic Growth, 2006, page 2; 
http://www.counties.org/sites/main/files/file-attachments/2006_infrastructure_0.pdf) 
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Healthy Transportation 1.3 

Support local hire practices and optimize local job creation when implementing 
transportation and infrastructure investments. 

References 

U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

The U.S. Department of Transportation “Ladders of Opportunity” program explores new 
ways to make it easier for states and cities to hire local residents for transportation 
projects. The pilot program allows recipients of highway and transit grants to use hiring 
programs in which preference is given to local residents, low-income workers, and 
veterans.  

(U.S. Department of Transportation, Updated Wednesday March 30, 2016; 
https://www.transportation.gov/opportunity/work) 

  


